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Appendix D-2: Copies of notices of 
availability of SoCC published under 
S47 of PA 2008  

D-2.1 Braintree and Witham Times – 27 May 2021  
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D-2.3 Essex Chronicle – 27 May 2021 
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Appendix D-3: Compliance with SoCC 
 

D-3.1 Details of the way in which the Applicant complied with commitments made in 
the SoCC are set out in Table D-3.1 below. In short, the Applicant believes it 
complied with all commitments made in the SoCC. 

Table D-3.1 Compliance with the SoCC 

Page Section Commitment Compliance  

9 Consulting the 

community - 

What will be 

consulted on? 

Seek views on proposed 

Longfield Solar Farm; short- 

and long-term impacts 

including during construction, 

environmental, operations, 

decommissioning, and other 

impacts in this period, such as 

socioeconomic and cumulative 

impacts; proposed mitigation 

of these impacts; community 

contribution; the PEIR. 

The Applicant included 

questions on these topics in 

the consultation 

questionnaire, as set out in 

6.4.14. 

 

9 Consulting the 

community - 

environmental 

impacts 

Publish the PEIR as part of the 

consultation. 

 

The Applicant published the 

PEIR online at the 

consultation website. 

 

10 Consulting the 

community - 

Who will we 

consult? 

We will consult widely in 

accordance with this SoCC 

and encourage participation in 

the consultation from any 

person or group who is likely 

to be impacted by the 

proposed Longfield Solar 

Farm. Please see Table 2 

below for the geographic areas 

within which we will consult. 

The Applicant consulted in 

the areas set out in Table 2 of 

the SoCC in the manner set 

out in Table 6-4 of the 

Consultation Report. 

 

10 Consulting the 

community - 

Who will we 

consult? 

Consultation zone 1 to 

comprise of any person or 

group likely to be directly 

impacted by the proposed 

Longfield Solar Farm by virtue 

of their living or working in 

proximity to the site. 

The Applicant consulted 

within this zone as set out in 

Table 6-4 of the Consultation 

Report. 
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This zone is defined by the 

boundaries of the parishes of 

Boreham, Fairstead, Great 

and Little Leighs, Hatfield 

Peverel, Little Waltham and 

Terling as shown in Figure 3 

below. 

13 Consulting the 

community - 

Who will we 

consult? 

We will also consult and 

continue our engagement with 

a range of statutory consultees 

as set out by Section 42 and 

Section 48 of the Planning Act 

2008 and additional 

organisations that we 

recognise to have an interest 

in the proposed Longfield 

Solar Farm.  

Details of statutory 

organisations consulted by 

the Applicant are in 

Appendix E-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.6]. Details 

of community organisations 

consulted by the Applicant 

are included in Appendix H-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.9] 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Writing to all addresses within 

consultation zone 1 

The Applicant sent a copy of 

the consultation booklet 

alongside a Freepost 

envelope and a copy of the 

consultation questionnaire at 

the start of the consultation 

period. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Writing to elected 

representatives, parish 

councils and community 

groups within consultation 

zone 1 with details of the 

consultation 

The Applicant wrote to 

elected representatives, 

parish councils and 

community groups within the 

zone with details of the 

consultation at the start of the 

consultation period. This 

included a consultation 

information pack sent by 

email designed to support 

stakeholders promoting 

consultation through their 

own existing communication 

channels such as social 

media feeds. This is included 

with consultation materials in 
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Appendices G-2, G-3 and 

G-4 [EN010118/APP/5.8]. 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Sharing a consultation 

information pack designed to 

support stakeholders 

promoting consultation through 

their own existing 

communication channels such 

as social media feeds with 

local authorities, parish 

councils, and community 

groups within consultation 

zone 1. 

The Applicant wrote to 

elected representatives and 

parish councils within the 

zone with details of the 

consultation at the start of the 

consultation period. 

Community groups were 

contacted with the 

information pack during the 

consultation. This included a 

consultation information pack 

sent by email designed to 

support stakeholders 

promoting consultation 

through their own existing 

communication channels 

such as social media feeds. 

This is included with 

consultation materials in 

Appendices G-2, G-3 and 

G-4 [EN010118/APP/5.8]. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Advertising the consultation on 

social media 

The Applicant advertised the 

consultation via the social 

media channels of local and 

regional media - Chelmsford 

Weekly News, Braintree and 

Witham Times, Essex 

Chronicle and East Anglian 

Daily Times. Copies are 

included in Appendix G-5 

[EN010118/APP/5.8]. EDF 

also published a post 

advertising the consultation 

on LinkedIn.  

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Published details of the 

consultation online at the 

consultation website, 

Appendix L-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.13]. 

The Applicant published 

details of the consultation 

online at the consultation 

website, Appendix L-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.13]. 
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14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Sending a copy of a 

consultation booklet providing 

a non-technical overview of 

the proposed Longfield Solar 

Farm, the EIA process, the 

consultation and planning 

process, how to take part in 

the consultation, and proposed 

next steps to all addresses in 

consultation zone 1. 

The Applicant sent a copy of 

the consultation booklet 

alongside a Freepost 

envelope and a copy of the 

consultation questionnaire at 

the start of the consultation 

period. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Inviting enquiries and 

responses online through the 

consultation website, by 

freephone, freepost or email. 

This will provide a variety of 

means for consultees to 

respond in a way convenient 

to them. 

The Applicant invited 

enquiries and responses 

online through the 

consultation website, by 

freephone (0808 168 7925), 

freepost (Longfield Solar 

Farm consultation, 

FREEPOST reference RTRB-

LUUJ-AGBY, c/o SEC 

Newgate UK 

Communications, Sky Light 

City Tower, 50 Basinghall 

Street, London, EC2V 5DE) 

or email. These details were 

included in all consultation 

materials. This provided a 

variety of means for 

consultees to respond in a 

way convenient to them. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Hosting a virtual public 

exhibition on the consultation 

website. 

The Applicant hosted a virtual 

public exhibition at the 

consultation website, 

Appendix L-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.13]. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Hosting webinars which will 

include a presentation 

regarding the proposals and 

an opportunity to ask 

questions.  

Details of webinars held as 

part of the consultation are 

included in Table 6-5 of the 

Consultation Report 

[EN010118/APP/5.1].. 

 



Longfield Solar Farm 
Consultation Report 
Appendices D-1 to D-3 

Page 34 
Application Document Ref: EN010118/APP/5.5 
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010118 

Page Section Commitment Compliance  

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Inviting elected 

representatives to take part in 

briefings through a webinar. 

The Applicant briefed elected 

members from Braintree 

District Council on 18 June 

2021, elected members from 

Essex County Council on 23 

June 2021 and elected 

members from Chelmsford 

City Council on 7 June 2021. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Inviting residents of 

consultation zone 1 to book an 

individual appointment to 

discuss the proposals by 

telephone. 

The Applicant invited 

residents of consultation zone 

1 to book an individual 

appointment to discuss the 

Scheme by telephone, 

providing an opportunity for 

those without access to the 

internet to ask questions. 

Details of how to book an 

appointment were included in 

the consultation booklet and 

consultation advertising. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Contacting community and 

voluntary organisations within 

consultation zone 1 to offer 

direct engagement. 

The Applicant contacted 

community and voluntary 

organisations, and other 

relevant bodies, within 

consultation zone 1 to offer 

direct engagement and share 

detailed of the consultation. 

These organisations are 

listed in Appendix H-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.9] 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Publication of consultation 

information online at the 

consultation website. 

The Applicant published all 

consultation materials online 

at the consultation website, 

Appendix L-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.13]. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Compliance with the most up 

to date legal requirements in 

relation to public deposits. 

 

In line with the Government’s 

confirmation that placing 

materials online meets the 

requirement to place 

information on public deposit 
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in the Infrastructure Planning 

(Publication and Notification 

of Applications etc.) 

(Coronavirus) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2020 (the 2020 

Regulations), all consultation 

materials were made 

available online at the 

consultation website for the 

duration of the consultation 

period. They were also made 

available to view at several 

deposit points in the local 

area. 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Writing to all district and 

county councillors at Braintree 

District Council, Chelmsford 

City Council and Essex County 

Council.  

The Applicant wrote to all 

district and county councillors 

at Braintree District Council, 

Chelmsford City Council and 

Essex County Council at the 

start of the consultation 

period. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Writing to all parish councils in 

consultation zone 2 

The Applicant wrote to all 

parish councils in 

consultation zone 2 at the 

start of the consultation 

period. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Sharing a consultation 

information pack designed to 

support stakeholders 

promoting consultation through 

their own existing 

communication channels such 

as social media feeds with 

local authorities, parish 

councils and community 

groups within consultation 

zone 2. 

The Applicant wrote to 

elected representatives, 

parish councils and 

community groups within the 

zone with details of the 

consultation at the start of the 

consultation period. This 

included a consultation 

information pack sent by 

email designed to support 

stakeholders promoting 

consultation through their 

own existing communication 

channels such as social 

media feeds. This is included 
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with the consultation 

materials in Appendices G-

2, G-3 and G-4 

[EN010118/APP/5.8]. 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Writing to the Leader and 

Chief Executive of local 

authorities within consultation 

zone 3 

The Applicant wrote to the 

Leader and Chief Executive 

of local authorities within 

consultation zone 3 at the 

start of the consultation 

period. 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

table 3 

Publicising the consultation in 

the following newspapers 

circulating in the consultation 

zone: the Braintree and 

Witham Times, Chelmsford 

and Mid Essex Times, Essex 

Chronicle and East Anglian 

Daily Times. 

The Applicant advertised the 

consultation in the following 

newspapers circulating in the 

consultation zone: the 

Braintree and Witham Times 

(27 May 2021), Chelmsford 

and Mid Essex Times (27 

May 2021), Essex Chronicle 

(27 May 2021) and the East 

Anglian Daily Times (27 May 

2021). Copies are included in 

Appendix G-5 

[EN010118/APP/5.8] 

 

14-6 Consulting the 

community - 

How will we be 

consulting? 

Consider holding public events 

on a voluntary basis in 

consultation with local 

authorities if the coronavirus 

threat level has been lowered 

to 1 or 2 by 1 June 2021.  

As the coronavirus threat 

level was lowered, public 

events were held on 8 June 

2021, 9 June 2021, 12 June 

2021, 15 June 2021, 17 June 

2021, 29 June 2021, and 30 

June 2021. 

 

17 Consulting the 

community - 

How will we be 

consulting? 

Publicise changes to 

consultation arrangements by: 

- Writing to all addresses 

and elected 

representatives within 

consultation zone 1; 

- Issuing a poster to elected 

representatives, parish 

councils and community 

groups for local display; 

In addition to the community 

consultation carried out in 

compliance with the SoCC, 

the Applicant carried out 

further consultation on a 

voluntary basis after the 

COVID 19 threat level was 

lowered to allow a maximum 

of 6 persons to meet indoors, 

and 30 outdoors.  
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- Writing to all district and 

county councillors at 

Braintree District Council, 

Chelmsford City Council 

and Essex County Council 

(zone 2); 

- Writing to all parish 

councils within consultation 

zone 2; 

- Publicising the change of 

arrangements in the 

Chelmsford Weekly News, 

Braintree and Witham 

Times, Essex Chronicle 

and East Anglian Daily 

Times; and 

- Publicising the change of 

arrangements on social 

media 

Public consultation events 

were subsequently 

scheduled, after the 

consultation period had 

begun, on 8 June 2021, 9 

June 2021, 12 June 2021, 15 

June 2021, 17 June 2021. 

Two further dates were also 

scheduled in late June - 29 

June 2021 and 30 June 2021 

– to allow those who missed 

the previous events to meet 

the Project Team.  

These ticketed public 

exhibitions in the local area 

were held in line with 

Government guidance. 

Visitors were able to view a 

socially distanced public 

exhibition and meet the 

project team. A virtual model 

of the proposals was also 

present. 

18 Consulting the 

community - 

consultation 

information 

We will produce a range of 

materials providing information 

as part of the consultation, 

including: 

- A consultation booklet 

providing a non-technical 

overview of the proposed 

Longfield Solar Farm, the 

EIA process, the 

consultation and planning 

process, and proposed 

next steps; 

- A virtual exhibition setting 

out information about the 

proposals and how to take 

part in the consultation; 

- A presentation to be given 

as part of webinars; 

The Applicant produced 

these materials as set out in 

6.4.8 and included in 

Appendices G-2 – G-6 

[EN010118/APP/5.8]. 
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- The PEIR, accompanied by 

a non-technical summary; 

and 

- A consultation 

questionnaire designed to 

collect responses to the 

consultation 

18 Consulting the 

community - 

consultation 

information 

Copies of consultation 

information will be made 

available for review free of 

charge online at the 

consultation website, 

Appendix L-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.13], and 

should it become possible as 

outlined above, at public 

deposit points. Hard copies of 

documents will also be made 

available on request. 

Copies of all consultation 

information were made 

available for review free of 

charge online at the 

consultation website – 

Appendix L-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.13]. While 

public deposit points were not 

included in the SoCC, the 

Applicant identified the 

opportunity to provide a hard 

copy of the PEIR for 

residents to access during 

the consultation period at 

Hatfield Peverel Library, The 

St, Hatfield Peverel, 

Chelmsford CM3 2DP; 

Witham Library, 18 Newland 

St, Witham CM8 2AQ; 

Chelmsford Library, 

Chelmsford County Hall, 

Market Road, Chelmsford 

CM1 1QH; St John’s Church 

Little Leighs, Church Lane, 

Little Leighs, Chelmsford 

CM3 1PQ.  The Applicant 

also made hard copies of the 

consultation booklet, 

questionnaire, and other 

consultation materials 

available on request. 
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18 Consulting the 

community - 

Collection of 

responses 

To capture participants’ 

feedback, we will produce a 

consultation questionnaire 

inviting comments on the 

different elements of the 

proposed Longfield Solar 

Farm.  

The Applicant produced a 

consultation questionnaire as 

set out in 6.4.14 and included 

in Appendix G-3 

[EN010118/APP/5.8]. 

 

18 Consulting the 

community - 

Collection of 

responses 

The questionnaire will be 

made available by direct mail 

to people living in consultation 

zone 1, online through the 

proposed Longfield Solar Farm 

website, and on request. 

The Applicant sent a copy of 

the consultation 

questionnaire to all 

addresses in consultation 

zone 1, made it available at 

the consultation website, and 

provided hard copies on 

request.  

 

19 Consulting the 

community - 

Seldom heard 

audiences 

Hold webinars at a variety of 

times, including evenings and 

weekends, to enable 

participation by people with 

different time commitments 

and making recordings of 

webinars available afterwards. 

The Applicant held webinars 

at different times including 

evenings and weekends and 

made recordings of the 

webinars available at the 

consultation website 

afterwards. Details of 

webinars held as part of the 

consultation as included in 

Table 6-5 of the 

Consultation Report 

[EN010118/APP/5.1]. 

 

19 Consulting the 

community - 

Seldom heard 

audiences 

Make provision for people who 

do not have access to the 

internet through the 

consultation programme. This 

will include sending a copy of 

the consultation booklet and 

consultation questionnaire to 

every address in consultation 

zone 1, proactively offering 

meetings by telephone to 

people living in consultation 

zone 1 and making hard 

copies of consultation 

The Applicant sent a copy of 

the consultation booklet along 

with the consultation 

questionnaire to all 

addresses in consultation 

zone 1. It included details of 

how to book a one-to-one 

telephone appointment in the 

booklet and in consultation 

advertising. The Applicant 

also made hard copies of 

consultation materials 

available on request. 
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materials available as set out 

above. 

19 Consulting the 

community - 

Seldom heard 

audiences 

Providing materials in 

alternative formats such as 

Braille on request. Details of 

how to request materials in 

alternative formats will be 

published at the consultation 

website and in the consultation 

booklet. 

Consultation materials were 

available in alternative forms 

on request. Details of how to 

request the materials in an 

alternative were published on 

the consultation website and 

in the consultation booklet.  

 

19 Consulting the 

community - 

Seldom heard 

audiences 

Contact community and 

voluntary organisations 

including schools and parish 

councils within consultation 

zone 1 to offer direct 

engagement and sharing a 

consultation information pack 

designed to support them in 

promoting consultation through 

their own existing 

communication channels such 

as social media feeds. 

The Applicant contacted 

community and voluntary 

organisations within 

consultation zone 1 to offer 

direct engagement and share 

details of the consultation. 

These organisations are 

listed in Appendix H-1 

[EN010118/APP/5.9]. 

 

 

19 Consulting the 

community - 

Seldom heard 

audiences 

Provide a variety of 

communications channels 

including a Freephone 

number, email address, and 

Freepost address for those 

seeking information. 

The Applicant provided a 

variety of communications 

channels including the 

consultation website, a 

freephone number (0808 168 

7925), a freepost address 

Longfield Solar Farm 

consultation, FREEPOST 

reference RTRB-LUUJ-

AGBY, c/o SEC Newgate UK 

Communications, Sky Light 

City Tower, 50 Basinghall 

Street, London, EC2V 5DE) 

or email. These details were 
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included in all consultation 

materials.  

9 Consultation 

information - 

How to take 

part in the 

consultation 

The statutory public 

consultation for Longfield Solar 

Farm will take place no earlier 

than 20 May 2021. 

The statutory public 

consultation for Longfield 

Solar Farm took place 

between Tuesday 1 June 

2021 – Tuesday 13 July 

2021.  

 

21 Consultation 

information - 

How to take 

part in the 

consultation 

Hold webinars at the following 

times and dates: 

- 14:00 on Saturday 5 June 
2021; 

- 19:00 on Thursday 10 June 
2021. 

The Applicant held webinars 

at these times and dates as 

set out in Table 6-5 of the 

Consultation Report 

[EN010118/APP/5.1]. 

 

21 Consultation 

information - 

How to take 

part in the 

consultation 

Viewing a virtual public 

exhibition on the consultation 

website which will be available 

to view at any time between 

the beginning and end of the 

consultation period. 

The Applicant hosted a virtual 

public exhibition on the 

consultation website for the 

duration of the consultation 

period (until the end of the 

consultation period, 13 July 

2021).  

 

21 Consultation 

information - 

How to take 

part in the 

consultation 

Make it possible to book 

appointments to speak with 

members of the project team 

about our proposals 

individually using the contact 

details provided in the SoCC. 

The Applicant invited 

consultees to book an 

individual appointment to 

discuss the Scheme by 

telephone, providing an 

opportunity for those without 

access to the internet to ask 

questions. Details of how to 

book an appointment were 

included in the consultation 

booklet and consultation 

advertising. 

 

14-6 Consultation 

information - 

How to take 

Send a copy of the booklet to 

all addresses in consultation 

zone 1. The booklet will also 

be available from the 

The Applicant sent a copy of 

the consultation booklet to all 

addresses in consultation 
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part in the 

consultation 

consultation website and on 

request. 

zone 1 at the start of the 

consultation period 

21 Consultation 

information - 

How to take 

part in the 

consultation 

Make the PEIR and other 

consultation documents 

available at the consultation 

website. A charge of £0.35 per 

page will be applicable for 

hard copies of the PEIR and 

its non-technical summary. 

The PEIR and other 

consultation documents were 

made available at the 

consultation website. In 

addition, the Applicant 

identified the opportunity to 

provide a hard copy of the 

PEIR for residents to access 

during the consultation period 

at Hatfield Peverel Library, 

The St, Hatfield Peverel, 

Chelmsford CM3 2DP; 

Witham Library, 18 Newland 

St, Witham CM8 2AQ; 

Chelmsford Library, 

Chelmsford County Hall, 

Market Road, Chelmsford 

CM1 1QH; St John’s Church 

Little Leighs, Church Lane, 

Little Leighs, Chelmsford 

CM3 1PQ.  The Applicant 

also made hard copies of the 

consultation booklet, 

questionnaire, and other 

consultation materials 

available on request. 

 

21 Consultation 

information - 

How to take 

part in the 

consultation 

All the consultation materials 

and the consultation 

questionnaire will be made 

available on the consultation 

website. Hard copies of 

consultation materials will be 

made available on request. 

Copies of all consultation 

information were made 

available for review free of 

charge online at the 

consultation website. While 

public deposit points were not 

included in the SoCC, the 

Applicant also made hard 

copies of the consultation 

booklet, questionnaire, and 

other consultation materials 

available on request. 
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22 Consultation 

information - 

How we will 

consider the 

responses 

Our DCO application will 

include a Consultation Report 

setting out how we have had 

regard to all responses 

received. 

The DCO application includes 

this Consultation Report 

which sets out the regard had 

to responses received 

[EN010118/APP/5.1]. 

 

 

 

 




